Celebrating
100 Years
OF RUBBER MANUFACTURING IN KRANJ, SLOVENIA

Tradition means strength. It instils confidence. It
shows that we master our business. Not everything
always runs smoothly – but we can rely on our vast
experience based on a century of tradition.
The story of rubber manufacturing development in Kranj began back in
1920, when the company Atlanta was founded. It was renamed Vulkan one
year later.
The newly established company soon sparked interest on the part of
renowned foreign rubber manufacturing companies such as the Austrian
Semperit, which became the owner of the company in 1931.
The company produced tires and inner tubes for bicycles, industrial rubber
products, water and gas pipes moulded rubber products and roller
coatings.

In 1940, the company became wholly owned by the German firm
Continental. In the same year, the production of automotive tyres began –
a major milestone in the company’s development.
In the process of nationalisation, which took place in the post-war period,
the company passed into social ownership and was renamed the Sava
Rubber Products Factory in 1946.
An active period of comprehensive development along with new
organisational changes followed. Mass production of automotive tyres was
launched. In the early 1950s, the export of industrial rubber
products began.
In 1956, Plant II was opened at the Gaštej location, which is still
considered to be the largest rubber manufacturing plant in Slovenia.

In 1967, the company entered into a new licensing agreement with
Semperit. When Semperit was sold, the company again became the
property of Continental in 1985.
An important period for Sava began in 1997 with the signing of a joint
venture agreement between Sava and the American Goodyear
Corporation in the field of automotive tires.
After selling its shareholding of the newly formed Sava Tires to Goodyear,
the Sava Group began large-scale investment and acquisitions.
With its six divisions, with Rubber Manufacturing being its core business,
Sava was the fastest growing business group in Slovenia in 2000.

Significant investments in Rubber Manufacturing made a decisive
contribution to the successful and visionary progress of the company. The
Print production plant was opened while a new building was added to the
Mixing plant.
In 2002, the Sava Group organised its core business Rubber
Manufacturing under the auspices of the newly established company
Savatech. This was followed by intensive development of rubber industry
operations and the Savatech company itself.
In 2005, a new production plant of the Eko programme was opened. As a
socially responsible company, Savatech continued to heavily invest in
minimising the impact of its operations on the environment.

As part of the Sava Group’s Rubber Manufacturing division, the company
Savatech was sold to the Czech rubber concern – the ČGS Group – in
2012. Under the auspices of the new owner, major investments were made
in the Conveyor Belts programme.
When the Swedish company Trelleborg took over the entire ČGS Group in
2016, Savatech became part of the Trelleborg Group.
Investment in upgrading production facilities and improving the technology
and working environment (Print, Mixing plant, Conveyor Belts) continued,
while the process of strong integration in the Trelleborg Group took place.

The processes of developing the rubber manufacturing industry that began
years ago are continuing within the new business group along with seeking
new alliances and paths into the future.

We combine tradition and state-of-the-art expertise,
which in the global business group has become even
more accessible.

The path to our continued progress is open.
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